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SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED HOUSE RULES 

The accompanying resolution proposes rules of procedure for 

the House of Representative13 of __ the 67th Legislature. This 

4 synopsis explains the differences between these proposed rules and 

5 the rules of the 66th Legislature. 

6 The resolution makes two kinds of changes in the previous 

7 rules: formal and substantive. 

8 FORMAL CHANGES 

9 The formal changes in the rules result from a

10 "recodification" of the rules, which arose from a project begun 

11 during the 65th Legislative interim by a subcommittee of the 

12 Committee on Rules. The subcommittee, chaired by Representative 

13 Chris Miller, was charged with reorganizing the House Rules so that 

14 provisions were more readily accessible. The redrafting of the 

15 rules under this project was to be nonsubstantive in nature. 

16 The subcommittee requested the assistance of the Texas 

17 Legislative Council in researching possible means to accomplish its 

18 charge and in the actual drafting. 

19 After discussion of various options, the subcommittee adopted 

20 three major proposals: (1) to arrange the rules in a more logical 

21 order, with related topics grouped together into chapters; (2) to 

22 use captions to allow scanning and rapid identification of the 

23 subject of each specific rule; and (3) to add a topical index to 

24 the annotated version of the rules that is published in the Texas 

25 Legislative Manual. 

26 The council was then asked to produce a draft of the 

27 recodified rules. Two decisions were made concerning the drafting 

28 of the rules: (1) to use a numbering system similar to the one 

29 used for codes to allow for additions to the rules without 

30 extensive renumbering or placing items out of order; and (2) to 

31 reword sections where necessary to clarify the language and to 
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